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The term (r)‘rural amenities” refers to a wide range of natural and man-

made features of rural areas, including wilderness, cultivated landscapes,
historical monuments, and even cultural traditions. Amenities are
distinguished from more ordinary features of the countryside because they are
recognised* as having specific societal or economic value. These are places
and traditions from which individuals, communities or society at large* derive*
utility. It is this utility and corresponding® walue that allows rural amenities
to be considered as important resources for rural development. (Hh#)

When people enjoy a scenic rural landscape, the value embodied* in
the landscape is realised* without the need for an intermediate production
process. For example, while the rural landscape is often a by-product®* of
some production process (as in the case studies of terraced rice fields* in
Japan or farmed mountain pastures* in Austria), it was not expressly created
to be an amenity. This direct “consumer value” of amenities differentiates
them from goods that have value as inputs into a production process, for
example, trees with value as timber, or rivers with value as hydroelectric
power. The consumer value stems from an amenity’s existence and condition.
Even so, amenities often require some inputs (such as roads or hotel
accommodation) to make them accessible to visitors.

Amenities have a strong territorial connotation*. Their value stems*
from unique attributes* of a given region. These features can be both
physical and cultural or a combination of the two. In the case study of
Japan, Yoshinaga (1997)* introduced the term fudo to express the interaction
that has existed throughout history between nature and human beings in a
particular area and how this fudo has shaped unique landscapes, lifestyles and
productive activities.

The natural environment is also an important source of rural amenities.
However, all natural resources do not currently have value as rural amenities.

The natural environment has value as the life-sustaining habitat* for humans
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and other living creatures. By contrast, the utility of the natural environment
as amenities is associated with aesthetic* and recreational attributes valued
only in certain areas. Because the habitat and amenity values of the natural
environment differ, strategies to provide optimal levels of each differ and may
sometimes conflict.

Finally, the criteria for assigning value to amenities should be seen as
evolving. Tastes and preferences change over time, adding value to some
natural and cultural features and reducing the value of others. From this
perspective, natural and cultural features have a potential future value —

which cannot be anticipated. As such, »the present distribution of amenity

value should not imply that other natural and cultural features being without

present value can be allowed to disappear.

Adapted from “Cultivating Rural Amenities: An Economic Development Perspective,”

OECD Publishing (1999), https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264173941-en

y:3

recognised : recognized N4 ¥ A0
at large : &L LT, —fRiC

derive : B &Y, &5

corresponding : fFE3 %

embodied : BAft3hi:, HRLI N
realised : realized D4 ¥ 20T
by-product : &l

terraced rice fields : 4liH

pastures : 4{E

territorial connotation : #b3g? B
stems : XY 5

attributes : %, &

Yoshinaga (1997) : HRMEE D 1997 EEDF
habitat : £ &t

aesthetic : €0, EIZET 5
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