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FOREIGN RELIANCE CREATING CONCERNS

With almost all fertilizer* substances coming from outside the nation at
present and the surging™® global prices of fertilizer, a shadow is being cast over
the domestic agriculture industry. Tokyo has embarked® on a collaborative®
initiative with the central government, whereas the capital's highly urbanized
environment may not appear to be suited for extending a helping hand to
farmers. According to the agriculture ministry *, ores* to extract phosphorus*

cannot be unearthed® in Japan. Consequently, the (pmain ingredient® for

chemical fertilizer is imported from China, Morocco and elsewhere mainly in
the form of ammonium phosphate. Imported phosphorus covers nearly all the
demand in Japan.

However, @the global price tag of phosphorus skyrocketed® amid* not

only the war in Ukraine but also the growing need for crops worldwide in 2022.

Trade statistics released by the Finance Ministry* show the import price of
ammonium phosphate spiked® 2.4 times year on year in July that year. The
figure was down temporarily in 2023, but the situation remains unstable. Hoping
to procure® phosphorus in a stable manner, Japan is eyeing sewage sludge*®
produced in Tokyo. The capital, possessing the largest population nationwide,
must handle the largest volume of sewage across the country. Tokyo dealt
with 5,66 million cubic meters of sewage, equivalent to more than four Tokyo

Domes, on a daily basis in fiscal® 2022.

Yuka Honda “Tokyo recycles mounds of sewer siudge into useful veggie fertilizer”

The Asahi Shimbun Asia & Japan Watch, April 28, 2024, {—he#)
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