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PROGRAM

The ASPIRE programs offer a dynamic and immersive English learning experience that connects language,
culture, and global perspectives. In interactive classes, students develop their language skills while exploring
contemporary issues in local and international contexts. The program helps students build confidence,
improve communication skills, expand cultural understanding, and think critically about today’s
interconnected world.

This integrated skills program focuses on speaking fluency and accuracy, vocabulary development,
pronunciation and grammar while also incorporating reading and writing. Students learn and practice
language in an active classroom environment that emphasizes collaborative and experiential learning.
Classes include group discussions and projects, mini-presentations, role-plays, contact assignments, guest
speakers and game-based learning. ASPIRE is an engaging program designed to maximum student
participation, classroom interaction, and individualized instructor feedback.

CURRICULUM

Improve your English skills and embrace the future you aspire to create.

Through the Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL) approach, the curriculum emphasizes “using
language to learn and learning to use language... in ways that are meaningful, relevant, and embedded in
real context.” (March, D. 2012). By integrating language development with content-based learning, students
are encouraged to see connections between subject matter, lexis, grammar, and usage.

The ASPIRE curriculum aligns language learning with UBC's Vision of “inspiring people, ideas and actions for
a better world.” Rooted in the Faculty of Education’s commitment to “education as a social good,” ASPIRE
fosters inclusiveness, well-being, and sustainability within a global engagement framework

Students learn English through contemporary global themes including Community Engagement, Climate
Action, and Emerging Technologies (Al). Individual interests and levels are prioritized, ensuring course
content connects to personal experiences and everyday life and are integrated with ASPIRE's linguistic
objectives. The program seeks to inspire ideas and actions while cultivating a sense of global citizenship in
individuals and communities.

ASPIRE Quick Info

Program Length: 3 or 4 weeks

Level of English:
Upper Elementary 200 to
Advanced 700 (CEFR A2 to C1+)

Age: 18+

Transcript
Certificate of Participation*

*Minimum 65% attendance required




COURSE OUTCOMES

By the end of the course, students will improve their general speaking and listening skills, increase their
knowledge and use of level- specific lexical content (vocabulary, collocations, idioms), improve their
accuracy of spoken grammar and identify pronunciation aspects for individual improvement. Short reading
and writing activities will be integrated to enhance thematic content and language objectives. Students will
be introduced to multiple activities and tasks that support practicing functional language, applying critical
thinking skills, and developing strategies for self-error correction. Students will communicate with improved
accuracy and fluency with increased confidence and comfort.

MODULES AND WEEKLY THEMES AND TOPICS (sAMPLE)

The ASPIRE program has three different thematic modules, each spanning 3 or 4 weeks. Each module is
designed to enhance English proficiency through the exploration of contemporary themes, providing
students with an enriching and dynamic educational experience.

Module 1

Intercultural
Communication

Communication Styles
Culture Shock
Stereotypes

Values and Norms

Module 2

Diversity in Canada

Indigenous Peoples
Immigration
Interculturalism
Equity, Diversity,
Inclusion and
Decolonization (EDID)

Anti-Racism

Module 3

Living in Communities

Family

Generations

Local Communities
Marginalized Groups

The Differently Abled
and Ableism

Intersectionality

Food in Society

Eating Habits and Trends
Ethical Agriculture

Food Marketing

Food Sources

Environment / Climate
Action

Ecosystems

Green Businesses
Renewable Energy
Waste Reduction
Climate Justice

Sports Around the
World

Active Lifestyles
Commercialization
Ethics and Competition
Inclusion in Sports
Sports Celebrities

Digital Literacy And Al

Al in Education, Work, &
Society

Al and Ethics

Arts & Entertainment
Social Media

Current Trends in
Technology

Working World

Career Planning

Job Search

Workplace Conditions
Working Life

Workplace Inclusiveness

The Consumer

Branding and Marketing
Consumer Choices
Fair Trade

Small versus Big
Business

The Global Marketplace

Life in Society

Educational Approaches
Housing

Law and Justice

Quality of Life
University Life

Human Rights

Health and Wellness

Mindfulness/Resilience
Reflections (self)
Self-Development
Mental and Physical
Health

Life Long Learning

Global Citizen

Cultural Appropriation
Effects of Globalization
Identity and Belonging
NGOs and Volunteering
Responsible Travelling




EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING

ASPIRE engages students in experiential learning, moving beyond a classroom space
where UBC's campus as well as Vancouver destinations and communities serve as
vibrant extensions of the classroom.
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Museum of Anthropology at UBC
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Centre for Sustainable Food Systems

Educational outings off campus may include visits to the Bill Reid and Vancouver Art Galleries, the Museum
of Vancouver and discovery projects in different Vancouver neighbourhoods. Educational outings on
campus may include the UBC Botanical Gardens, the Nitobe Gardens, the Museum of Anthropology, the
UBC Emerging Media Lab, and explorations of First Nations Artwork on campus. These experiences connect
language learning with practical, memorable, and meaningful applications.

For students joining online, experiential learning is brought to life through interactive activities and virtual
explorations that connect content to real-world contexts. Guided digital experiences such as virtual gallery
tours and community-based learning allow students to engage actively with the course themes. Whether on
campus or online, students link English learning to cultural explorations, creativity and critical reflection,
ensuring the program is immersive and dynamic.

DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION

The program content highlights interconnections recognizing students' backgrounds and experience as
essential.

The tasks and materials invite students to approach the topics from diverse perspectives.

Instructors encourage student interaction to build a classroom community and create a sense of belonging.

SCHEDULE (ON cAMPUS PROGRAM)

Integrated language skills classes incorporate a Content and Language Integrated Learning Approach.
Afternoon project-based learning classes complement morning classes and provide practical application of
language skills in an experiential learning context.

ASPIRE Intensive

Monday - Friday
Integrated Language Skills 9:00 —12:30
Project-Based Learning 1:30—3:45

ASPIRE

Monday - Friday

Integrated Language Skills 9:00-12:30



ASSESSMENT

Assessment is based on course engagement and completion. Instructor, peer and self-reflection tools are
used to encourage active learning. The following scale is used to measure student achievement.

» Excellent: Student exceeds language learning outcomes for the level. (90-100%)

* Very Good: Student fully meets language learning outcomes for the level and at times exceeds language
learning outcomes for this level. (80-89%)

* Good: Student meets language learning outcomes for the level. (66-79%)

» Satisfactory: Student mostly meets language learning outcomes for level. (50-65%)

* InProgress: Student is in the process of meeting the language learning outcomes for the level. (0-49%)

LEVELS

Classes are offered from the Upper Elementary 200 to Advanced 700 levels (CEFR A2 to Ca+). All students
complete the ELI Online Placement Test before the program begins.

ALIGNMENT OF UBC ENGLISH LANGUAGE INSTITUTE DISCOVER PROGRAM
W/ RECOGNIZED PROFICIENCY MEASURES*
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ACTIVITIES

Our students can participate in a variety of activities and events offered in addition to regular classes. With a
range of choices, students have opportunities to apply language in different contexts and build friendships in
an active, social environment.

SOCIOCULTURAL ACTIVITIES — ELI CULTURAL ASSISTANTS
These are led by our ELI Cultural Assistants (UBC students) and may include:
e Touring places of interest in Vancouver and on UBC Campus
e Exploring and hiking in local natural areas
e Participating in language building activities at the ELI such as scavenger hunts, board or digital
games, sports, and casual conversation sessions on topics of interest

TRIPS, ATTRACTIONS, EVENTS — EXTERNAL PARTNER

Students can experience the best of British Columbia and beyond through trips to Victoria, Whistler, and
other destinations, plus outings to local attractions and sporting events, all fully managed and operated by
our external travel provider.

Students should select trip dates that do not overlap with their classes, as regular attendance is required.

* Activities and trips provided by our partner have fees

The ELlI is located on the beautiful Point Grey Campus of the University of British Columbia, which is on the
traditional, ancestral, and unceded territory of the xwmaBkwayam (Musqueam) people. This land has been a
place of learning for the Musqueam people for generations. The ELI is committed to anti-racism, diversity,
equity and inclusion.
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